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"The, Founding ‘Chiirch of Scientol-|
ogy over the last several years hag:|"

nfiltrated the Justice ‘Department
and the Internal Revenue Service,
copied confidential government docu-
ments through break-ins and other
means, and, in one case, bugged a’
high-level IRS meeting, the federal’
povernment has charged, -

g

3 s who had sought him since‘last Angust

*’ An atfidavit filed this we

inU.S,
District -Court — signed by an FBI |
agent and based on two weeks of !
“‘extensive interrogations” of a for-
mer top, church official ~ was used -

to obtain & $earch.warrant carried:
out by.-dozens of FBI-agents early:
yesterday as they simuitaneously:in.:]
vaded the church’s office at 2125 S St. -
NW, and it3 national headquarters in’
LosAngeles, ."  lutpiiins oo
THE SEARCH of the church’s filés
for the copied federal documents was
still continuing last night, but govern-

- Tinto the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the”
:federal courthouse here.i'Gerald:B.?.

ment sourcesrindicated:that the vrldss

. Were .meeting: with? some;; §uccéss,
- They ‘said-that the ‘otitcomé ‘will not"
*be madespublic; until*the ‘wWairsants >
‘are returned before U.S.:Magistrate -
Henry Kennedy, who authorized the:
5earch. s . nyest a%dyb § fnsitn i 4
_i"The;affidavit,indicated that.if the i
~ralds produce the expected evidence,
;- federa) ' rosecutors - will':bring
= charges of conspiraéy; obstruction of
=justice and theft of government prop-.
e‘,eyt]s' against a number of church. ftP- '
B = I T S S
Greg Layton, director of public nf-~
fairs -for- the church, said .late )
yesterday: “We feel this is a retalia~

| ‘who leave the,
|- stated. ¢+ :
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jiyesterday wad information given the
—povernrnent . by ' Michael -Melsner,
* who, said that until recently he was
.‘one ol the top.five national_church.
‘-leadefs; and , sipervisor. of itovert
tOPUraﬁ.‘?.ni‘ff’»....E»,"‘?.f,,u,m »?n .L-.-:'#.-
= Melsner," according  to'the “affida-"
~vit,” decidedJune 20 .to"surrender |
‘r.'voluntarily ‘to’ government-ollicials,

/in connection with'an illegal entry 1

+Wolfe, a former church member angd’
ilRSe:é.clcx.ls-,typis};k‘nle.aded;,'Euuty;mr;s
“that case in District Court here and
was sentenced on June 10 by Judgé
. Thomas A, Flannery to two years on
- probation "and 100 hours - of . com- }
;munity work, ., - [y gt dskI R
" The affidavit. said’ that { Meisner*
, surrendered to the'government after*
- escaping “*house ‘arrest’ by church’
_officials in Los'Angeles, whéra he"

SSETHE MAIN BASIS Iok th seavehsst

- vent
_:'ton.' ""’. e . nret
-, The “affidavit said -that Meisner,
.who has not been granted immunity
*for his cooperation and wiil pleadtoa
: felony charge, currently is being {:Eld,
«in"protective custody at his. request .
because both he and federal officials
fearforhissafety, ~ - - -~ . - .
., - Scientology doctrine *“‘requires the
“church to attack and destroy ‘its
‘enemieg’ii, . and those like Meisner
church,” the affidavit

i was Eagged,'and;handcuffed to pre.!

im from returning to Washing- || oy, i —oidaniers
L T e e e S T iR ALLEGED

SCIENTOLOGY 18 a :
gion founded in the 1950s by former Washington :
-Science fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard. It now has i
‘offices in the country and abread, with. headquars, |
-ters in England. It is primarily noted for its coun= 3
“seling methods ‘involving an’ “E-meter,"”” which :
resembles - a- lie detector,. to aid members _in.’!
-achieving self-fulfillment. ~ .~ ™ -+ .7 & ot
. The church has become controversial for its tac-
-tics in recruiting members “through what some
. consider to be hard-sell techniques. And sarme fore"
mer members have charged that the church goes
to extreme lengths to prevent its. members from
leaving the church.' . R
According to the alfidavit, the churel’s activie |
ties ‘against the government began following an -
order issued by a church official in England in
early 1874, It called for an-*“all-out-attack™ on the-~
-IRS, ranging from lawsuits. to infiltration of the-
-IRS staff by church members, .~ o2 0% I =
ix-The plan,;which was later broadened to include
- other-agencies) the affidavit-said, inchided plant--}
'ing a member as: a clerk in the IRS, another as .-
“secretary in-the office of a lawyer in the tax divi-+
sion of the Justice Department and ]
employe of the. fed Enfi

A e
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L INFILTRATORS .used their
access. to government- oifices to steal dozens of -
documents concerning the church, duplicate them .
for the church’s files here and in Los Angeles and |
then return the originals to the government files,

the affidavitsaid. - i 2 ~v: o me s ot
- .In addition, Meisner told investigators thal two .

-church oificials in November 1974 bugged an IRS -
-conference room: and- eavesdropped on a-meeting -
of high-level officials discussing the churchk znd itg -
claims for tax-exempt status,. the -affidavit said:®
Meisner told investigators he later saw'a tran-
“script made fromr-the tape recording of that-mect-.
ing, theaffidavitsaid. ~. - . o000 i
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.- Because the: church was operating  world-wide,.:-
the affidavit. said,; church operativea. alsu WEFe: .

- interested in documents from Interpol, the interna~
" tional organization that serves as an information
“trading ‘channel - for “law" enforcement: agencies :
-around” the world!. The affidavit. said- that- the-<
:church’s DEA employe was able.to obtain docud

story:movesbysthe-F Blyand :therl);52
s Attornéy’s Oftice for the'lawsilts'dnds
“pérsistence of the church in trying to:
s gain its files from pdvetrnment agens:

.cles through the Freedom of Infor-'

5 2dom of Infor- “ments that inclided reports written by-the:CIA in;,
4 mation- Act (FOIA); eee It 18 ‘8’ . . Ecuador and Bolivia:concerning Interpol-agenis..
_breach -of good- faith: on, the U.S.:; “believed to be involved in drug dealing. - <% ~::
attorney’s part,’ . sy tﬁfﬁr\i&g £5-The theft of documents continued through 1975
Layton.said the church currentl .and 1976, the alfidavit said. A list attached to the..

Zhas about:25 FOIA'suits against vari-
+bus’ government agencies that'have
%'monitored the church’s activities for
““a number of years. He noted that the
"~ church recently filed a $750,000 dam-

;affidavit-cites documents: dating back.to-195¢ and 4
-includes. letters: from . various U.5. attorneys. here
= to-Justice Department superiors, a letter by then.:!
~Secretary of-State Henry A. Kissinger: and.State+:
Department cables- to-embassies in London and.!

.nge suit_here against the FBI, the . . - Paris and variots internal documents to and from
Central Intelligence Aggﬁmrgggu For Release 2005/01/13 : CIA-RDP8&RiTPeRdans0drroumatagencies. 5
‘others, chaljgjng they hav aged; : R e -
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